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The Wesley Circuit – 
Decmber/Advent 2015 

Advent Begins Sunday,  
November 29th  

The season of Advent – the four Sundays before Christmas 
– begins this coming Sunday, November 29th.  Please note 
the following activities and opportunities in your calendars! 

An Advent Opportunity 
The weeks before Christmas are often crazy busy. Church and school 
activities, shopping, baking, attending get-togethers (etc. etc. etc.).  To 
help you slow down a bit and focus on the spiritual side of the 
season, Wesley is offering a daily online Advent activity from Sunday, 

November 29 through Christmas Eve. Each day’s activity will be something simple, doable, and 
usually spiritual. We’ll sprinkle a few fun things in as well. If a particular day’s activity doesn’t 
appeal or apply to you, there’s no pressure to do it. We just want to suggest ways to help you stay 
spiritually connected during the season.  If you receive our Daily E-votions or follow us on 
facebook, you will automatically receive or have access to each day’s activity. To be added to the 
Advent activity list, email Rosalie Addison in the church office at raddison@charlestonwesley.org, 
or follow us on facebook at facebook.com/charlestonwesley.  Pass the word along to your friends, 
even if they do not attend Wesley. Everyone is invited to join us as we prepare our hearts for 
Christmas. 

Advent Potluck – December 6th  
Mark your calendars for our all-church potluck to kick off  the 
Advent season!  The potluck will be held in our fellowship hall on 
Sunday, December 6 at 12:00PM.  Come with your family and bring 
a friend, or two.  It is a dessert potluck – WUMC is having the meal 
catered; we just ask those who are coming to bring a dessert. Please 
fill out the reply ticket in your worship bulletin to let us know you 
will be coming and how many will be in your party. You can also call the office (345-3917) or sign 
up online. 
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Advent 
Communion 

During the season of 
Advent, there will be a short communion 
service in the chapel on Sundays at 9:40.  The 
exception will be Sunday December 6 when 
communion will be offered as part of both 
the 8:30 and 10:45 worship services. You are 
invited to receive the Lord’s Supper every 
week during this time of waiting and 
preparing our hearts for the coming of the 
Christ Child. 

Advent Devotional 
Booklets 

2015 Advent Devotional 
booklets are available on a 
table just outside the south 
sanctuary doors. A donation 
of $1.00 is suggested. 
Quantities are limited, so 
pick one up ASAP! While 
you are at it, pick up an 
extra for a friend. 

Remember to 
Pick Up an 

Angel! 
Our Angel Tree is up 
in the sanctuary 
entryway. Take an 
angel or two, buy an 

age-appropriate gift for the child listed on the 
angel, and place the unwrapped gift under 
the tree no later than Sunday, December 6.  
Please be sure to attach the angel to the gift. 
All gifts will be given to children and teens in 
Charleston through the Civic Association.  
After all gifts have been picked up, the tree 
will become a Mitten Tree! While you are out 
doing your holiday shopping, pick up some 
gloves, mittens, scarves and hats to adorn the 
tree. After the holidays, all of these warm 
items will be donated to Charleston area 
children. 

Poinsettia Deadline 
Approaching 

The last day to order a live 
poinsettia or sponsor a silk 
poinsettia is MONDAY, 
DECEMBER 7TH.  Live 
plants are $15 and are yours 
to take home after Christmas Eve services. Silk 
poinsettias can be sponsored for $10 each and 
stay at the church.  All money donated for 
sponsorship will be applied to the Advent 
Offering.  Pick up an order form in the church 
office, in your Sunday morning worship bulletin, 
or order online.  Don’t delay – the last day to 
order is just around the corner! 
 

ARE YOU A CRAFTER? 

Janice Kahl, our Pastor of Visitation Ministries, is 
looking for small, simple craft items to take with 
her when she visits our homebound members, 
and those in nursing homes. If you have any 
small, hand-crafted items you would like to 
donate, please drop them by the church office. 
THANKS! 
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Advent Sermon Series 

Have you ever been to an office party or 
neighborhood Christmas party where there 
was a gift exchange?  There’s nothing quite 
like the white elephant gift!  We find ourselves 
saying things like, “Wow! Now that’s a 
gift.”  Or “Well, well, well…,” or “Really, you 
shouldn’t have!” Some gift exchanges leave us 
with gifts we would rather not have.  But 
there are exchanges we make with God that 
we can’t live without.  Throughout Advent, 
we will be engaged in our new series, “The 
Great Gift Exchange: The Gifts You Can’t 
Live Without.”  If you’ve ever felt frazzled, 
sad, hopeless, or lost, you won’t want to miss 
this Advent series.  

Sunday, 
December 13: 

Cantata Sunday 

Under the direction of 
Chancel Choir Director 

Juliane Sharp, our Chancel Choir will present 
their annual Christmas Cantata at both the 
8:30 and 10:45 services. The Choir will be 

accompanied by a small brass and percussion 
ensemble.  CHILDREN ARE INVITED 
TO SING in the cantata. Ms. Sharp, is 
holding rehearsals for 5th – 8th grade singers 
during 10:45 services during Children’s 
Church time. If you are in this age group and 
would like to sing in the cantata on Sunday 
Dec. 13th, please join her in the choir room 
after the Children’s Message. 

Happy Birthday  
to the following  

Wesley folks! 

Kelley Bensley 
Betty Campbell 
Marge Checkley 
Caroline Christian  Mai Dao 
Julie Dietz   Michelle Easter 
Adam Easter   Warren Ebinger 
Debby Esarey  Jenny Fagaly 
Layla Flack   Steve Green 
Don Grewell   Brenda Hale 
Wheaton Hendrickson Bill Hill 
Steve Honselman  Carla Honselman 
Dick Hummel  Cosette Hutti 
Judy James   Darrell King 
Becky Metzger  Dana Meyer 
Scott Meyer   Roy Meyerholtz 
Olivia Schuette  Jean Rinefort 
Cathy Senior   Lisa Shepherd 
Jeanne Thomas  Mary White 
Wilma Zane 

Gratitude can transform common days into 
thanksgivings, turn routine jobs into joy,  

and change ordinary opportunities into blessings. 
~William Arthur Ward~ 
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Barbershop 
Christmas Benefit 

Concert 
Continuing their tradition 
of  giving to the 
community, the Coles 
County Barbershop Singers 

will present their 39th annual Christmas 
benefit concerts on Sunday, December 6th.  
Wesley UMC will host the 3PM concert while 
First Presbyterian Church in Mattoon (10 
Charleston Avenue) will be the site of  the 
7PM performance. Both churches have ample 
parking and are wheelchair accessible.  A free-
will offering will be taken and distributed to 
local food and homeless shelter programs.   
 

 

 

 

Tuesday, December 1 is  
#GivingTuesday  

The United Methodist General Board of 
Global Ministries has announced it will match 
up to $1 million in gifts made online to any 
project through The Advance as part of UMC 
#Giving Tuesday. Gifts to Advance projects 
will be received online only on December 1, 
2015, between 12 a.m. and 11:59 PM EST. 
United Methodists can give to more than 850 
United Methodist-related projects worldwide. 
UMC #GivingTuesday offers an opportunity 

to start off the holiday season by giving 
instead of getting, through supporting 
organizations that have been researched and 
approved by the United Methodist General 
Board of Global Ministries. 100 percent of all 
gifts made through The Advance are given 
directly to the designated project. To make a 
contribution, please visit the website 
www.umcmission.org/give on UMC 
#GivingTuesday and donate online to any 
project/missionary listed there. 

December 
Mission Project  

During the holiday 
season, the Missions 

Work Area has traditionally divided the 
December Mission offering into three 
charities: a local cause, a regional agency and 
an international relief  organization. 
   
Our local cause is the Charleston High 
School Pantry.  The CHS Pantry has been in 
existence since September of  2012, and its 
goal is to provide nutritious food to the 
households of  high school students at risk for 
hunger. Food donations are appreciated, 
however the CHS Pantry prefers monetary 
donations because it is able to buy $10 of  
inventory for every dollar donated. 
 
For our regional agency, we have selected 
Golden Cross, which is a ministry of  the 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference. Golden 
Cross benefits ten facilities in our conference 
for Older Adults, Children & Family, and 
Hospital Pastoral Care. These facilities >> 
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>>care for people of  all ages and at all stages 
of  life.  More than 30,000 individuals are 
served each year, and 19,000 hours are given 
by more than 2,000 volunteers. 
  
Our international focus this year is Global 
Refugee/Migration which is administered 
by UMCOR. The Syrian refugee crisis is still 
going on, and more funds are needed to help 
alleviate the suffering and starvation of  
millions of  unfortunate people who are being 
forced to flee their homeland due to civil war. 
 
If  you would like to donate to the December 
Mission Project, please make your check out 
to Wesley UMC with Advent Offering on 
the memo line or visit our website at 
www.charlestonwesley.org and click on the 
$ button at the bottom of  the page. If  you 
prefer to make a cash donation, there are blue 
mission offering envelopes in the pew backs.  
Thank you very much for your support. 
The Missions Work Area   

 

Wesley UMC  
Supports 
Another 

Successful CROP Hunger Walk! 

Here’s the great news! Our treasurer’s total 
for the 2015 Coles County CROP Hunger 
Walk is $10,924. Thanks to everyone’s efforts 
Church World Service will put $8,193 to work 
in some 80 countries. CWS is an ecumenical 
ministry of 36 Christian denominations, 

including UMCOR, working with partners to 
eradicate hunger and poverty and to promote 
peace and justice around the world. 
Seven local churches and two EIU groups 
participated with about 70 participants on a 
chilly Saturday morning. Based on the total 
raised by the Mattoon church their Food 
Center will receive a total of $218. The rest of 
the 25 percent designated for our local 
hunger-fighting agencies will go to the 
Charleston Food Pantry ($1,748) and Soup 
Stop ($765). Reports show that the need to 
combat hunger in our county continues to 
increase. 
Special thanks go to Mary Larson who 
coordinated Wesley’s effort (total - $5,441 and 
32 walkers) and Barb Grant who served as 
treasurer of the walk. We give thanks to God 
and celebrate the generosity of Wesley UMC 
folks! 
Church World Service leaders report, “There 
is enough in this world for ALL to live 
healthy, productive lives. Your CROP Hunger 
Walk will ensure hope and a healthy future to 
thousands of people in need, near and far. 
Thank you for your tremendous work!” 

Joan Gregg, 
Walk Coordinator 

Dates remain open on 
the 2016 Altar Flower 
Calendar. Stop by the 
bulletin board just 
outside the fellowship 
hall to sign up to provide flowers for the 
date(s) of your choice. Three Sundays in 
January are still available! 
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Christmas Eve 
Worship 

Please be sure to join us for 
one of our very special 

Christmas Eve Services: 
3:00pm – Communion & Candlelight Service 
7:00pm –  Family Service with Candlelight 
11:00pm – Traditional Candlelight Service 
We hope that you will invite and bring along 
friends and loved ones to the service of your 
choice as we celebrate the birth of Jesus! 

Will You  
Be Here 

Christmas Eve? 

If you will be joining us for worship 
Christmas Eve, we hope you will consider 
helping out by serving as an usher or greeter 
at 3:00, 7:00 or 11:00PM. We also need 
communion servers for the 3:00 service and 
acolytes for all three services. The time 
commitment is small but your help will make 
a real difference!  Sign up by using the bulletin 
insert, by calling the church office (345-3917), 
or email charlestonwesleyumc@gmail.com. 

Walking At the Church 
Now that the weather is 
getting chillier, we would 
like to remind you that you 
are free to walk the halls at 
Wesley Monday through 
Friday whenever the building is open. The  

northwest (Day Care) door opens around 
6AM and stays open until approximately 
6PM. The west entrance is open from 9AM – 
4PM.   Hope to see you staying fit this winter! 

Will You Be 
Leaving Us This  

Winter?  
If you are a snow bird who goes to warmer 
climes during the winter months, please let 
us know so that we can keep in touch while 
you are gone. 

Please send your information to Rosalie 
Addison in the church office at 
raddison@charlestonwesley.org, call the 
office (217-345-3917) during the week, or 
make note of your winter address on your 
Making Connections card on Sunday 
morning. Be sure to include the date you are 
leaving and the date you will be returning. 
Bon voyage, and have a safe, happy winter! 

15 Years of ASP! 
Wesley UMC is marking 
15 years of sending youth 
and adult volunteers to 

work with Appalachia Service Project. Our 
goal for 2016 is to send 37 volunteers, as well 
as buy a new trailer which we hope to convert 
into a traveling tool shed that can be used for 
local missions, too. The total cost to send 37 
volunteers, purchase and outfit a trailer, plus 
transportation costs will be approximately 
$16,300. We hope you prayerfully consider 
supporting this effort. Fundraising begins in 
January – stay tuned for details! 
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WESLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
    
2206 4TH Street 
Charleston, IL 61920-3903 
Phone: 217-345-3917 
www.charlestonwesley.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WESLEY UNITED  
METHODIST CHURCH 

2206 4TH Street  
 Charleston, IL 

Phone: 217-345-3917 
Fax: 217-345-3922 

www.charlestonwesley.or
g 

Follow us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/charlestonwesley 

OUR SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 
Worship - 8:30 & 10:45 AM 

A Time of Fellowship  
takes place at 9:30AM    

SURGE at 9:45                                               
Sunday School for all ages - 9:50AM 
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